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Oakland Community Day School 
 

We are excited to work alongside you and your child over the course of the 
academic year and welcome you to Community Day School. This handbook has 
been designed to provide you with information about the school’s programs, 
routines, and guidelines. We suggest that you read it carefully and keep it on hand 
for reference as needed. 

Since parents and legal guardians play a critical role in education, we can only be 
effective when we have a strong partnership with you; the most important adult in 
your child’s life.  We will seek your support throughout the year by way of 
conference, progress notes, phone calls, and participation in special events.  We 
openly invite you to volunteer in the classroom and support continued academic 
enrichment at home. Your ideas and contributions to our school are welcome and 
encouraged.  
 
CDS utilizes a school-wide behavior system to reward positive student behaviors 
and track achievement for each individual. To help students learn their personal 
responsibility in creating an effective school community, we have instituted a set 
of academic and social behavioral expectations combined with rewards, privileges 
and consequences. We call these set of expectations, rewards and consequences 
our phase system.  Our phase system provides a clear structure on how we will 
support our students and families to develop positive achievement and a sense of 
personal responsibility in a pro-social community context. 
 
In addition to this system, we have also developed this handbook to provide 
detailed information about student commitments, school regulations and academic 
expectations. If you cannot find the information you need in this handbook, please 
contact us with your questions, concerns and contributions.  
 
We look forward to partnering with you and your child in the upcoming school 
year.  
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School Description and Mission Statement: 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: Oakland Unified School District’s Community Day School is an 
alternative program dedicated to using a therapeutic approach and Restorative Justice approach 
to give students a second opportunity to succeed in school. Our goal is to empower and build 
upon students’ strengths by supporting them academically, socially, and emotionally, through 
individual and small instruction, counseling, and career exploration. 
  
VISION STATEMENT: Every Community Day student will have a renewed educational 
experience that will broaden their worldview by incorporating self-awareness and positive life 
experiences. This will prepare students in school, which will manifest in their future endeavors. 
 
Community Day School is part of Oakland Unified School District and is comprised of both a                
middle school and high school that operate autonomously on the site. Our school serves students               
who have been expelled from their comprehensive school sites and other students who benefit              
from highly-structured academic and behavioral support. The instructional day includes rigorous           
academic programs encompassing challenging curriculum and individual attention to student          
learning modalities. Our low student-teacher ratio enables us to support students in a way that is                
unique to our program. The desired outcome is fully engaged students who are learning in a                
manner best suited to their needs. This will also result in closing the achievement gap and                
increasing the graduation rate. 
  
In a partnership with our various youth-centered programs on campus, Community Day School 
focuses equally on the development of appropriate behaviors and pro-social skills. We support 
students in building self-esteem, independence and resiliency as we prepare them to transition 
back to the comprehensive system.  In a supportive and nurturing atmosphere, students are 
encouraged and enabled to assume responsibility for their own behavior and its consequences. 
The goal of this program is to address individual needs on a short term and long term basis. To 
support the development and achievement of these goals, students and their families are provided 
the opportunity to work closely with clinical therapists, counselors and case managers on site. 
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Bell Schedule 

Period 1 8:30 - 9:20AM 

Period 2 9:25 to 10:15AM 

Period 3 10:20 to 11:10AM 

Advisory 11:15 to 11:45AM 

Lunch 11:45 - 12:15PM 

Period 4 12:20 - 1:10PM 

Period 5 1:15 - 2:05PM 

Period 6 2:10 - 3:00PM 

 
 
 

CDS Commitments 
 
The mission of Community Day School is to work together as a team, while embracing the 
uniqueness each person brings to the table, in order to ensure every child's academic and 
psychological needs are met. 
 
We are committed to the following: 
 

● Providing rigorous classroom instruction 
● Engaging students and reconnecting them with their enthusiasm for learning 
● Creating and maintaining a safe environment that fosters student growth and 

development 
● Working with each student to address their individual social and emotional needs 
● Identifying and enhancing the strengths of each member of our community 
● Continuous professional development so that everyone in our community is learning and 

growing 
● Supporting each student to meet their readmission goals, in service to their future success 
● Celebrating all achievements 
● Fostering a collaborative relationship with guardians and families 
● Developing relationships with community partners to provide additional resources to our 

students and families  
● Teach students the skills they need to be successful in our program 
● Maximizing our resources to meet the needs of our students! 
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Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) 
 
Positive Behaviors Intervention and Supports (PBIS) is a way to help students succeed in school. 
Blending behavior theory and effective instruction, PBIS supports all students through interventions 
ranging from a school-side system to individualized plans for specific students.  School-wide PBIS 
focusing the development and implementation of pro-active procedures and practices to prevent problem 
behaviors for all students and improve school climate. 
 
Expectations 
Students at Community Day School are expected to adhere to the School Community values of Respect, 
Responsibility and Integrity.  In all aspects of the school whether in the classroom, the hall, bathroom or 
cafeteria students are expected to demonstrate behaviors that consistent with being respectful, responsible 
and having integrity.  It is important for students to learn that different environments have different 
behavioral expectations and the school campus is not different.  Throughout the school there are posters 
displaying the behavior expectations of students as well as staff in those areas. 
 
Interventions 
At Community Day School, administrators, faculty, and all school staff use various interventions to 
support the needs of the students.  It is the goal of the CDS staff to understand the individual needs of 
each student and develop a specific intervention plan to assist them when requiring additional support. 
Staff will use various interventions to proactively address low level behaviors that students display.  The 
following list includes a few basic common interventions used to keep students positively engaged in the 
classroom and school community.  
 

Interventions 
● Praise 
● Reflection 
● Behavior Contracts 
● Verbal Prompt 
● Non-verbal prompt 
● Reflection 
● Planned Ignoring 
● Providing Proximity 
● Distraction 
● Providing Alternatives 

 

● Role-Modeling 
● Do-over 
● Teaching Life Skills 
● Demonstrating Appropriate Boundaries 
● Positive Reinforcement 
● Praise and Encouragement 
● Providing Routines 

 
Day Dollars & Store 
Day Dollars are used as an immediate positive reinforcement when students are demonstrating above and 
beyond positive behaviors in the school community.  Staff will keep a tally of all day dollars earned by 
each student.  At the end of the week students who are on at least Exploration Phase may participate in 
student store.  Student store is stocked with various items that students are interested in purchasing with 
their Day Dollars. 
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Phase System 
The Phase Behavior System determines many of the privileges students may earn.  It provides a 
consistent, predictable structure and gives our students a concrete idea of how they are doing 
behaviorally.  The level system addresses short-term fluctuations in behavior, as well as longer-term 
growth and work on goals.  
 
Progressing on the Phase System 
Earning Points 
Students earn points by meeting basic school task and behavioral expectations each period during the 
school day. The amount of points earned in a day will determine their advancement on the next day.  
 
In each period, a student can earn 1 point for meeting basic classroom task expectations. In addition 
students may earn up 0, 3 or 5 points for each of their behavioral goals (see sample point sheet).  Together 
with task and behavioral goals, students may earn up to 10 points per period.  The goals on each student’s 
point sheet are individualized to meet that student’s needs, and are based on the treatment plan written by 
the case manager with the input of the student, family members, and staff. 
 
Phase 1- Safety & Respect 
Students on Safety and Respect Phase are focusing on being safe and respectful active member of the 
school community. 
Expectations to advance: 

● Earn 70 points for 3 consecutive days. 

Phase 2- Exploration 
Students on Exploration are beginning to identify the role they play within the community.  This means 
students are able to answer questions such as “What type of community member am I?” and “How do I 
want to improve my role in the community?” 
Expectation to Advance: 

● Earn 80 points for 7 consecutive days 
 

 
Phase 3- Responsibility 
Students on Responsibility begin to work towards becoming an active member of the community by 
demonstrating characteristics identified on the “Community Exploration Worksheet” and during the 
personal interview. 
Expectation to advance: 

● Earn 85 points for 15 consecutive days 
 
Phase 4- Community Phase 
Students on Community are positive leaders within the school community.  This means students will 
display identified characteristics of a positive community member as well as implementing their 
“Community Service Plan.” 
Expectation to Maintain: 

● Earn 95 points daily 
● Complete all academic work 
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***Students on Community Phase who earn <95 points have access to privileges based on amount of 
points earned the previous day 

 
Moving Up  
Students must earn minimum point expectations to advance days on levels.  Students who do not meet 
minimum point expectations will lose 1 day and be eligible for level privileges based on points earned. 
Students who repeatedly maintain Day 1 status on any level will be subject to a Level Review at staff 
discretion. 
 
Examples: 

● A student on Exploration Phase Day 7 earns 87 points.  The next day, the student is on 
Exploration Phase Day 8 and has access to Exploration Phase Privileges. 

● A student on Exploration Phase Day 7 earns 75 points.  The next day, the student is on 
Exploration Phase Day 6 and has access to Safety Privileges. 

 
 

Community Day School  
Phase System Privileges 

 
Safety-Phase 1 

3 days 
70 points to advance 

Exploration-Phase 2 
7 days 

80 points to advance 

Responsibility-Phase 3 
15 days 

90 points to advance 

Community Phase-Phase 4 
Phase Review 

 
● Use computer for academic 

projects 
● Read choice book upon 

completion of work  
● Participate in school group 

activities/assemblies 
● Continue to earn day dollars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Privileges are subject to change. 

● Attend Academic field trips 
● Supervised Break (5 min max) 
● Use classroom games 
● Participate in school store 

(may not be on/ or completing 
a phase suspension 

● Use computer for 
non-academic work during 
free time 

 
 
 

● All Phase 2 Privileges 
● Free time upon completion of 

work (Computer/Music) 
● SSR pass (weekly) 
● Able to eat snack in class 
● Able to choose your own seat 

in class 
● Able to use bean bag during 

SSR or movie time  
● Participate in student 

group/club activities 
● Early Lunch Dismissal (11:50) 
● Participate in Student council  
● 2 Store Picks 
● Phase Lunch 

● All Phase 3 Privileges 
● Acknowledgement of 

achievement this phase for the 
first time (one time only)  

● Active leader within the 
classroom 

● Able to listen to music while 
doing independent work 

● Able to take a class break (10 
min max)  

● Able to visit other classrooms 
during break time at staff 
discretion 

● Eligible for one tardy pass 
weekly 

● Phase reward special events 
● Participate in “TEA” days 

weekly 
● Participate in “Treat 

Thursday” weekly 
● One on one lunch with staff of 

choice (monthly) 
● Access to “Platinum” lounge 

during designated times per 
staff 

● Attend Phase Field Trips 
● 3 Store picks 
● Request access to make store 

purchase on non store days 
(once a week) 
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Day Rise 
Day Rises are an incentive that is an immediate reward to a student for demonstrating outstanding and/or 
exceptional behaviors that positively contribute to the classroom/school community.  A student may also 
earn a Day Rise to acknowledge and promote their demonstration of success or mastery of a particular 
challenging behavior.  A Day Rise signifies that a student has performed an outstanding skill and deserves 
a remarkable reward for their effort.  
 
Some examples of when a student may earn a level/day rise:  

 
▪ Disengaging from a crisis situation without staff prompting 
▪ Displaying leadership/role model behavior amongst peers (during activities, academics, 

transitions, etc.) 
▪ Contributing to their community in a meaningful way (volunteering to clean above and beyond or 

initiating a beautification project on the grounds) 
▪ Displaying conflict negotiation skills without staff guidance  
▪ Reaching a specific treatment goal which has been pre-selected by the team 
▪ Proactively completing group/circle work that is not assigned to them 

 
Additional Incentives 
Phase Rewards 
Phase Lunch 
Phase fieldtrip 
 
Phase Field Trips 
Once a month students who have consistently maintained Responsibility Phase are eligible to attend the 
scheduled phase field trip. 
 
 
Classroom Contracts 
Periodically to promote a cooperative school community teachers, classroom staff etc. may develop a 
group contract for students to address a collective goal or behavior to challenge the group. 
 
Consequences 
Earning Consequences  
At times, students will experience “bumps in the road.”  When this occurs, students temporarily lose 
access to privileges and will need to complete a series of steps to reestablish themselves within the 
community.  The steps and time is determined based on the seriousness of the incident. 
 
Discipline Referral 
When students demonstrate extreme and disruptive behaviors to the classroom and school 
community environment they will receive a Behavior Referral to the school Administrator for 
review.  The student is then assigned and will receive the appropriate consequence for their 
behavior. Assigned consequences may range from a phase suspension to out of school 
suspension depending on the severity of the students misbehavior. 
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Phase Drop & On-Site Interventions 
Phase Suspension (PS): 
This consequence is earned when there is a minor violation of school rules and expectations. 
Behaviors that would earn a Phase Suspension are posted in the classroom. A student who earns a 
Phase Suspension on Exploration onwards will have access to Safety Phase privileges only.  
 
Students will earn a Phase Drop for the following behaviors: 
 

● Threatening gestures and posturing (including verbal threats) 
● Major Disruption to academic learning environment 
● Alcohol /Contraband 
● Sexualized behavior 

 
On-Site Interventions 
On-Site Interventions are assigned to a student as part of a consequence when a student demonstrates 
behaviors that are inconsistent with the community goals of Community Day School. A student may earn 
On-Site Interventions as part of a consequence.  On-Site Interventions are designed to provide a student a 
concrete experience of repairing their relationships. It also encourages students to take responsibility for 
their behavior and make amends with those staff and or other students with whom their behavior has 
affected.  On-Site Interventions may occur in many forms including: a verbal or written apology, a written 
assignment or report, community service etc. 
 
 
Some goals of the On-Site Interventions process include teaching students: 
 

▪ Empathy 
▪ Privileges are connected to responsibility 
▪ Naturally related to the offense 
▪ Face to the affects of their behavior 
▪ To consider the needs and rights of others 
▪ Mistakes are something to correct 

 

In –School Suspension 
In School Suspension (ISS) will be offered to students that have to complete phase drops consequences as 
well as students whose behavior necessitates a referral and will provide an opportunity for students who 
earn ISS to rejoin their class after a specified period of time pending completion of their work.  The 
purpose of in-school suspension is to provide an alternative form of discipline while allowing the students 
to still receive their academics, keep their attendance up, and help them examine and make appropriate 
changes in the attitude or behavior that disrupted their academic program. Credit is given for satisfactory 
work completed while in ISS. Students will be able to earn half of their points if they are focused and on 
task.  The length of time a student is assigned ISS will be determined by the behavior and reassessed as 
needed.  
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Community Day School 
Student Guidelines 

 
Community Day School students are expected to carry themselves respectfully and responsibly 
in order to ensure a safe and supportive environment.  The following policies detail student 
commitments and the range of interventions and consequences for not following through on 
those commitments.  
 
 

Tardy Policy 
 
CDS student commitment… 
Arrive on time to each class.  When the tardy bell rings, students are expected to be seated and 
engaged in work. 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment… 
 

● Attendance Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented.  
 
 

Absence Policy 
 
CDS student commitment… 
Attend school regularly.  We ask that, whenever possible, doctor and dental appointments be 
scheduled after-school or on days in which students are not expected to be in attendance.  
 
In order to maintain a safe campus, students commit to remaining on campus for the duration of 
the school day. 
 
Excused Absence: Students who are absent for 1 or more days are expected to bring a signed 
and dated note explaining the reason for the absence from their parent/guardian and/or doctor. 
Students are expected to complete assignments missed during their absence. 
 
Unexcused Absence: Students who do not bring a note from their parent/guardian or doctor will 
be considered unexcused.  Students who walk off campus without permission and a Permit to 
Leave form will be also be documented as unexcused.  
 
Students remain in class until the bell rings and/or until excused by the teacher. Students who 
leave and refuse to attend class will be considered unexcused.  
 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment will result in 1 or 
more of the following: 
 

● Attendance Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented.  

11 
8/11/17 



● Parent/Staff Conference - Staff will have a conference with parents to correct the issue. 
● School Attendance Review Team (SART) Meeting - Chronic absences will lead to the 

administrator conducting a SART meeting with Parent and Child. 
 
 

Bathroom Breaks and Water Breaks 
 
CDS student commitment. . .  
Bathroom breaks and water breaks are to be taken before school, during passing periods, lunch 
time, and after school.  Students with emergency needs will obtain a pass prior to leaving the 
classroom. 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment. . .  
 

● Parent/Staff Conference - Repeatedly leaving class without permission will participate in 
a conference with their parent/guardian and school staff.  A plan will be developed to 
support the student.  

● Referral - Student will be referred to administrative staff and received tiered intervention 
services. Student maybe  requested to go home or receive suspension. 

 
Medical Needs 

 
CDS student commitment. . .  
CDS follows the district policy on medication management. A student who has special medical 
needs must have a note signed by a doctor on file at the school.  Students with medical needs 
who do not have a signed doctor’s note will need a parent or guardian to administer their 
medication. 
 

Communal Respect Policy 
 
CDS student commitment… 
Demonstrate and engage in mutually respectful practices. 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment… 
 
Profanity - Students who disrespect another person by using profane language will be subject to 
no less than… 
 

● Referral - Student will be referred to administrative staff and received tiered intervention 
services. Student maybe  requested to go home or receive suspension. 

 
Defiance and Disruption – Disruption of school activities or willful defiance of directions given 
by adults and school personnel will result in the following: 
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● Phone Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented. Student may be 
requested to go home. 

● Parent/Staff Conference - Staff will have a conference with parents to correct the issue. 
● Referral - Student will be referred to administrative staff and received tiered intervention 

services. Student maybe  requested to go home or receive suspension. 
 
Stealing – Students found guilty of stealing and/or knowingly accepting stolen goods will be 
subject to one or more of the following… 
 

● Phone Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented. Student may be 
requested to go home. 

● Referral - Student will be referred to administrative staff and received tiered intervention 
services. Student maybe requested to go home or receive suspension. 

● Parent/Staff Conference - Staff will have a conference with parents to correct the issue. 
● School Police may be contacted. 

 
Threats – Threats will not be tolerated.  Any student who causes, attempts to cause, or threatens 
to cause physical injury to another person will be subject to one or more of the following…  
 

● Phone Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented. Student may be 
requested to go home. 

● Referral - Student will be referred to administrative staff and received tiered intervention 
services. Student maybe requested to go home or receive suspension. 

● Parent/Staff Conference - Staff will have a conference with parents to correct the issue. 
● School Police may be contacted. 

 
Dress Policy 

 
CDS student commitment… 
School appropriate clothing. 
 
Students are not to wear any of the following: 

● Clothing or accessories with gang, alcohol, or drug references 
● Clothing with obscene language or reference to a deceased person 
● Revealing clothing  
● Bracelets or other jewelry with spikes, nails, or other potentially dangerous items 
● Pants worn below the waist exposing clothing underneath 
● Solid red or blue hooded sweatshirts 
● Solid red or blue shoes 
● Rosaries 
● No jeans under shorts 

 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment… 
 

● Phone Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented. Student may be 
requested to go home. 
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● Parent/Staff Conference - Staff will have a conference with parents to correct the issue. 
 

Academic Integrity 
 
CDS student commitment… 
Students earn credit for the academic work assigned and completed in each of their classes. 
Students are expected to hand in work that is free from plagiarism. 
 

The Council of Writing Program Administrators provides the following definition of 
plagiarism: 

In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone 
else’s language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without 
acknowledging its source. 
This definition applies to texts published in print or online, to manuscripts, and to the 
work of other student writers. 

CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment… 

● Students who are found to have plagiarized their work will not receive credit for the work 
● Students who allow others to copy their work and/or copy the work of another student 

will not receive credit for the work 

Caring for the Physical Environment 
 
CDS student commitment… 
Keep community and personal space free of trash, graffiti, etc.  
 
Students commit to finishing all food and drink before entering the school building and to 
cleaning up after themselves. (Water is permitted in classrooms; however, it is subject to search) 
 
Students commit to honoring all life on the CDS campus, plants and animals included. 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment will result in 1 or 
more of the following: 
 

● Phase Interventions -  Less daily points earned, possible loss of phase privileges, 
redirection, and/or counseling 

 
CDS student interventions for permanent damage of school property are as follows: 
 

● Phone Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented.  
● Referral - Student will be referred to administrative staff and received tiered intervention 

services. Student maybe requested to go home or receive suspension. 
● Parent/Staff Conference - Staff will have a conference with parents to correct the issue. 
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Electronics Policy 

 
CDS student commitments. . .  
Turn in all cell phones, iPods and other electronics during search and pick up items at the end of 
the school day. 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment. . .  
 

● Phone Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented.  
● Referral - Student will be referred to administrative staff and received tiered intervention 

services. Student maybe requested to go home or receive suspension. 
● Parent/Staff Conference - Staff will have a conference with parents to correct the issue. 

 
 

Use of Technology Policy 
 
CDS student commitments. . .  
Abide by District Acceptable Use of Technology Policy for use of the internet and network.  
 
Commit to use of computers only under the guidance and direction by the supervising adult. 

 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment will result in 1 or 
more of the following:  
 

● Phone Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented.  
● Loss of Privilege - Students will not be permitted to access their privileges which 

includes the use of school property and technology.  
 

Assembly Behavior 
 
CDS student commitments. . .  
Model mature behavior while listening and participating in assemblies. 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment. . .  
 

● Phase Interventions -  Less daily points earned, potential loss of phase privileges and 
or counseling 

● Phone Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented.  
 
 
 

Field Trip Policy 
 
CDS student commitments. . .  
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Model mature behavior while following all school rules and venue rules and remaining with their 
assigned group. 

 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment. . . 

● Field Trip Suspension - Student can be prevented from attending future field trips if 
they have proven they were unable to commit to CDS policies. 

 
 

Sexual Harassment And Discrimination Policy 
Our goal is to ensure that students and staff are safe from sexual harassment and discrimination. 
CDS has zero tolerance for sexual harassment and discrimination.  
 
CDS student commitments. . .  
Engage in mature, appropriate interactions with peers and adults that is free from all forms of 
sexual content and harassment 
 
Students use appropriate language that is free from all forms of sexual content and harassment  
 
Sexual Harassment - Education Code 48900.2 
Definition: "Sexual harassment" means unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, 
or other verbal, visual, or physical conduct of a sexual nature. "Harassment" is judged by the 
perceptions of the victim. 
 
Discrimination and Degrading or Inflammatory Remarks 
 
Sexual Harassment - Education Code 48900.2  
The Oakland Unified School District strongly condemns, opposes, and prohibits sexual 
harassment of students whether verbal, physical, by anyone. Any student who engages in sexual 
harassment of anyone in or from Oakland Unified School District will be subject to discipline, up 
to and including expulsion. Definition: "Sexual harassment" means unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests for sexual favors, or other verbal, visual, or physical conduct of a sexual nature. 
"Harassment" is judged by the perceptions of the victim.  
 
Discrimination and Degrading or Inflammatory Remarks  
Community Day School does not discriminate against individuals based upon race, ethnicity, 
culture, heritage, sexuality, physical/mental attributes, or religious beliefs and practices.  
Community Day School affirms as its policy that all students, staff, and parents/visitors to 
district sites and/or activities have the right to be free from abusive statements or judgments, 
written or verbalized, which in any way degrade the unique qualities of an individual such as 
his/her race, ethnicity, culture, heritage, sexuality, physical/mental attributes, or religious beliefs 
and practices. Such comments or practices are damaging to the school community and have no 
place in an educational institution. 
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CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment will result in 1 or 
more of the following. . .  
 

● Parent/Staff Conference - Parents/guardians will be notified of instances, complaints or 
investigations related to sexual harassment and discrimination  

● Suspension - Possible partial day to 5 day suspension and/or referral to appropriate 
authorities 

● Possible Expulsion 
 
 

Fighting Policy 
 
CDS has a zero tolerance policy for fighting including, but not limited to, involvement in a fight, 
instigating, harassment, threatening, bullying and the willful use of force.  
 
CDS student commitments. . .  
Engage with peers and staff in a non-violent manner, modeling mature and mutually respectful 
behavior 
 
Advise adults when a situation is escalating that could potentially result in a physical conflict 
 
Seek staff support in conflict resolution. 
 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment. . .  
 

● Parent/Staff Conference - Staff will have a conference with parents to correct the issue. 
● Suspension - Possible partial day to 5 day suspension and/or referral to appropriate 

authorities  
● Restorative Justice - Restorative service to all involved parties  
● Possible Expulsion 

 
Drug/Alcohol Policy 

 
CDS is a drug/alcohol free zone.  Students are not permitted to attend school under the influence.  
 
CDS student commitments. . .  
Promote a healthy and sober school environment while abiding by Federal, State and District 
laws/guidelines 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment…  

● Phone Call - A phone call will be made home to parents and documented.  
● Parent/Staff Conference -Parent/guardian notification and conferences as needed 
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● Referral - Possible referral to a drug and alcohol awareness program and/or student will 
be referred to administrative staff and received tiered intervention services. Student 
maybe requested to go home or receive suspension. 

Any student caught selling any kind of illegal substance, selling drug or in possession of 
paraphernalia will be subject to the following: 
 

● Suspension - 3 - 5 days suspension  
● School Police - Possible arrest by an Oakland police officer 
● Possible Expulsion 

 

Weapon Policy 
 
CDS student commitments. . .  
Promote a healthy and safe school environment while abiding by Federal, State and District laws 
and guidelines 
 
CDS student interventions for not following through on this commitment…  
Any student caught with a weapon (gun, knife, large scissors, or anything that can be used as a 
weapon as explained in OUSD policy and California Law), who sells or furnishes a weapon to 
another person will be subject to the following: 
 

● Suspension - 5 days suspension 
● Police - Possible arrest by an Oakland police officer 
● Possible Expulsion 

 
General Information 

 
 
SEARCH POLICY 
Due to the unique services provided by CDS, all students are searched upon their arrival to 
school.  Searches are conducted by the School Safety Officers (SSO) and/or the school principal. 
No searches will be done in private.  
 
All electronic devices (cell phones, iPods, games, etc.) are prohibited and will be collected 
during search and returned to students at the end of the day. 
 
To reduce instance of theft and damage to personal property, valuable personal items should not 
be brought to school. The school will not accept responsibility for any personal items brought 
onto campus by students and not turned in during morning search 
 
Please note:  
CDS is not responsible for replacing lost or stolen goods.  Please keep your valuable goods at 
home, and do not carry large amounts of cash to school.   CDS, however, will be responsible for 
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electronic items (such as cell phones, iPods, etc.) that were received by students during the 
search process. 
 
 
PROHIBITED/ILLEGAL AND/OR DANGEROUS ITEMS 
Because of student safety and/or possible classroom disruption, the following items are 
prohibited from this campus: 

● All firearms 
● All explosive devices including, but not limited to firecrackers and smoke/stink bombs 
● All knives, razors, or other sharp-edged items 
● Any controlled substance as defined in Section 11007 of the Health and Safety Code 
● All alcohol, marijuana, other drugs or related paraphernalia 
● All martial arts implements or chains of any kind, including wallets or belts 

 
Other prohibited items are: Radios, laser pointers, video cameras, shock toys/zappers, 
electronic games, toys, water toys, and other electronic devices deemed disruptive or unsafe to 
the school environment. 
 
Any confiscated item, except illegal items or those used as evidence in criminal violations, may 
be returned to the parent/guardian of the student at the school administration’s discretion upon 
the request of the parent/guardian. 
 
SUSPENSION 
Suspension from school occurs as a result from a violation of section 48900 of the California 
Education Code.  
 
In-school suspension may be offered as an alternative to out-of-school suspension on a case by 
case basis.  
 
DETENTION 
The definition of detention is keeping student(s) after school hours for a violation of a school 
rule.  Teachers may hold students for one hour after school without parent notification, though 
the administration suggests immediately informing parents of issues resulting in detention. 
 
CLOSED CAMPUS 
CDS is a closed campus. Students are not permitted to leave campus at any time during the 
school day except with administrative permission. Students may not leave campus to retrieve 
items from cars parked off campus. 
 
PARKING LOTS 
Parking on campus is a privilege. There are only a few student parking spaces available.  All 
students must register their vehicles with the school office, which requires proof of license, 
current registration, and insurance. We request students be considerate of the school’s neighbors 
in their driving and parking habits.  Students in violation of the parking policy will lose this 
parking privilege.  Persistent parking on campus without permission will result in the vehicle 
being towed. 
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BREAKFAST/LUNCH 
CDS provides a breakfast and lunch for all students.  Students are responsible for maintaining 
their commitment to caring for the physical environment during all meal breaks. 
 
Breakfast: 
Breakfast will be served between 8:15am to 8:30am. 

● All students are required to be searched before being dismissed to breakfast. 
● All students are required to eat in the authorized areas 

 
Lunch: 
Lunch will be served between 11:45am to 12:15 pm. 

● Although students may bring their own lunch, no sodas are allowed (see OUSD policy 
for further information). 

● Parents/guardians wishing to bring lunch to their child(ren) should drop it off by noon in 
the main office to help reduce disruption to the academic learning environment.  

 
TEXTBOOKS 
CDS provides all textbooks for student use. Students are charged for lost, stolen or damaged text 
and library books. Students are required to pay for a textbook before a second book will be 
issued.  Students will not receive their transcripts or diplomas if they have not paid for their lost 
and/or damaged books. 
 
HOMEWORK 
Homework will be assigned in all subjects and credited toward the student’s academic grade.  In 
order for students to receive credits it is required that homework be completed on a daily basis. 
In addition, there will be assessments and quizzes in all subject matters.  
 
SKATEBOARDS / ROLLERBLADES / BICYCLES 
Skateboards, rollerblades and bikes may not be ridden on the campus at anytime.  
 
REGIONAL TRANSIT/BUS SCHEDULE 
See Regional Transit Bus Schedule 
 
AC TRANSIT BUS PASSES 
Community Day School will provide the student a monthly 31-Day Bus Pass to use for AC 
Transit services. These bus passess are a privilege and the school is NOT obligated to provide 
bus passes to students. The school will replace the student’s bus pass once the previous card 
expires for the month. Student are solely responsible for their bus pass and the school will not 
replace that pass before the scheduled month is over. 
 
COMMUNAL RELATIONSHIPS 
CDS has worked hard to maintain positive relationships with our neighbors.  To ensure we 
continue this relationship, we would appreciate it if all students being driven to school are 
dropped off in front of the school building in the parking lot.  Students should not be dropped off 
by the street, at the gate, or anywhere in the neighborhood.   
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VISITORS AND PARENTS 
Visitors, parents, and other interested persons are always welcome to visit the school.  Please 
make an appointment with the Administrative Office and sign in when you arrive. 
 
 

Campus Resources 
Seneca Center 
Seneca Center for Children and Families is a leading innovator in education and mental health 
services for emotionally troubled and at-risk youth in the Bay Area.  Driven by its agency 
mission to provide outstanding care for the highest-need youth and their families, Seneca Center 
has created an extensive continuum of services that have significantly improved outcomes for 
thousands of children and adolescents with emotional, behavioral, and/or learning difficulties. 
 
Seneca Center staff provide a number of services on the CDS campus that may be available to 
your child.  Some of the services include group counseling, individual counseling, case 
management and family support.  Seneca Center staff also spend significant time in the 
classrooms providing academic support and guidance, encouragement and behavior 
management. At registration these services are explained in detail. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact us at any time to discuss how we can be a support to you and your child.  
 
 
TUPE and Drug Awareness Counselor  
The Tobacco-Use Prevention Education and Drug Awareness programs offer tobacco-specific 
and/or drug specific student instruction, reinforcement activities, special events, intervention, and 
cessation programs for students.  Mind Body and Awareness is also part of TUPE. 
 
 
California Youth Outreach 
CYO provides services to students on probation as well as gang-impacted and involved youth, 
their families and the communities. Youth outreach and services are provided in homes, group 
homes, at schools, in community settings and juvenile correctional facilities to better access and 
serve our targeted youth. 
 
CYO is always looking for new opportunities and partnerships to expand services to our targeted 
youth, their families and their communities. Please contact us if you wish to explore how we 
might work together in your community, school and/or facility.  
 
CYO uses “time-tested practices” and “evidence based practices” that are applied with youth by 
combining knowledge about high-risk and gang lifestyles with interventions that connect youth 
with caring and responsible adults; incorporate risk avoidance, protective and resiliency asset 
development; and provide healthy opportunities for youth to join and feel part of pro-social 
groups.   
 
CYO has developed the ability to provide effective youth and gang intervention services by 
hiring staff members who have themselves undergone rehabilitation and successfully overcome 
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the high-risk and/or gang lifestyle. CYO’s diverse staff understands the personal impact these 
negative lifestyles have on youth and are effective role models who promote a healthy lifestyle, 
free of gangs, violence and drugs.    
 
For additional information, please visit the CYO website at http://www.cyoutreach.org 
 
Alameda Family Services 
Alameda Family Services began in 1970 as a teen hotline and has evolved into an agency whose 
mission “to improve the emotional, psychological and physical health of children, youth and 
families” is accomplished through accessible, affordable programs that include:  Head Start/Early 
Head Start comprehensive child development and family support services for families with children 
from birth to five; free medical and mental health services, youth development and health education 
at School-Based Health Centers; DreamCatcher Youth Services for runaway, exploited and homeless 
youth; case management and family support services; drug and alcohol treatment for adolescents and 
adults;  individual, group and family low- or no-fee counseling and a professional clinical training 
program for therapists.  
 
The agency vision is to offer a comprehensive continuum of care and opportunities for children, 
youth, and families with that targeted clientele experiencing Alameda Family Services as a “one-stop 
shop” that supports their health and well-being.  The agency delivers these services in community 
and school-based settings in support of Alameda County residents, with a particular focus on the 
low-income or indigent population.  
 
 
Fresh Lifelines for Youth (FLY) 
FLY is an award-winning nonprofit dedicated to breaking the cycle of violence, crime, and 
incarceration of teens. FLY’s unique and powerful combination of programs – legal education, 
leadership training, and one-on-one mentoring – helps youth get off probation, engage in school, 
and back on track with their lives. 

FLY has partnered with Oakland Community Day High School for the past two years to offer a 
semester-long legal education and life skills course. FLY’s nationally recognized law curriculum 
uses role-play, debates, and mock city council hearings to capture youth interest, educate them 
about the law, and build skills like anger management, problem solving, communication, and 
resisting negative peer pressure. Highly trained volunteers and FLY staff teach the course in 
teams, developing rapport with youth and giving them access to positive role models. The course 
covers a range of topics, including theft, vandalism, hate crimes, drugs and alcohol, the 
Three-Strikes Law, Proposition 21, and gangs. 
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